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Nov. 16, 1993
PHI KAPPA PHI HONOR SOCIETY RETURNS TO UM
MISSOULA The national board of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi has unanimously approved The
University of Montana as a chapter site, allowing UM to re-establish the chapter that closed in the
early 1970s.
A society for top undergraduate and graduate students in all disciplines, Phi Kappa Phi
awards chapters to colleges and universities that provide the programs and atmosphere conducive to
academic excellence.
Admittance is by invitation only, based on academic standing. Initiates generally come from
the top 10 percent of the senior class, but the society also admits graduate students. Juniors in the
top 5 percent of the class are occasionally admitted as are faculty members and alumni who have
distinguished themselves scholastically.
Phi Kappa Phi began in 1897 at the University of Maine. In 1900 it became a national
society and now comprises 264 chapters in 49 states, the District ot Columbia, the Philippines and
Puerto Rico. The Phi Kappa Phi Foundation, incorporated in 1969, awards 50 fellowships and 30
honorable mention awards each year to support first-year graduate work.
UM President George Dennison, a Phi Kappa Phi himself, has been a force behind its re
establishment at UM.
"Students who work hard and excel should have the opportunity to belong to an honor
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society," he said Monday. "We once had Phi Kappa Phi, so we should have a chapter again.
A UM committee, headed by sociology Professor LeRoy Anderson, also a Phi Kappa Phi
member, is working on details for the chapter’s initiation ceremony, planned for spring semester
1994.
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CONTACT: Sociology Professor LeRoy Anderson, 243-5281 or 243-2855.
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